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Tough Budget Decisions and the City of San Gabriel’s Utility Users’ Tax

As you may have heard, the City of San Gabriel is facing difficult budget decisions. Tax revenues have decreased
and we are expecting reductions in State funding.

San Gabriel is expecting over $1.8 million in maintenance and city improvement projects in 2008-2009 alone
for which no funding exists. Many of these projects include street paving and repair, and maintenance of city
facilities and public areas. The City is also facing an ongoing $600,000 budget shortfall that cannot be adequately
addressed by existing fund reserves.

In order to maintain current service levels, additional funding is needed.

After careful consideration, the City is proposing an update and modest increase of the city’s existing Utility
Users’ Tax.

San Gabriel currently assesses a 6% Utility Users’ Tax (UUT) on electric, gas, water and telephone
communication services. The UUT provides $3.6 million per year for city services, such as police, fire and
paramedic emergency response, and parks and recreation activities. This represents almost 15% of the city’s
General Fund. The UUT has been in place since 1992 and was reauthorized by voters in 2002.

Recent changes in federal law have made portions of the UUT ordinance out of date and up to $1.3 million in
General Fund revenues may be subject to legal challenge. An update of the City’s UUT ordinance will ensure it is
compliant with federal law, is properly applied and reflects changes in modern communication technology.

By law, any change to a tax ordinance must be authorized by voters. In July, the San Gabriel City Council
voted to place a measure on the November 2008 ballot to update and increase San Gabriel’s Utility Users Tax
(UUT) from 6% to 8%.

If approved by voters, these funds will be used to complete scheduled street repair, paving, maintenance, and
infrastructure projects, and to maintain current city service levels.

For more information on the City’s budget, Utility Users’ Tax or city services, please contact the City
Manager’s office at (626) 308-2803 or email: SGInfo@sgch.org

Library Reopens

After an extensive renovation, the San Gabriel Library opened on July 7 with a new floor plan: restrooms accessible
for individuals living with disabilities; self-check machines for faster customer service; new paint, carpet, and tiles;
and new landscaping and parking lot improvements. The most notable difference is the new elevator providing
improved access to the second floor community room. A quiet, cozy reading area created in memory of former San
Gabriel Mayor Chi Mui is another new feature.

The San Gabriel Library is located at 500 S. Del Mar Avenue in San Gabriel, and staff can be reached at (626)
287-0761. The library is open Monday through Wednesday from 10a.m. to 8 p.m., Thursday from 12 noon to 6
p.m., Friday from noon to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A special Grand Re-Opening Celebration for
the community is planned for September 15 at 10 a.m.

For additional information, please call (562) 940-8415 or visit the County Library website at
www.colapublib.org.




Get Green!

Looking for ways to improve your life, city streets and the environment? Here are some tips on how to
cut down on ‘waste’ — be it paper or a-hem . . . pigeon droppings!

How to Get Rid of Junk Mail

Much of the unsolicited junk mail stuffing our mail boxes is coordinated through the Direct Marketing
Association (DMA). DMA’s Mail Preference Service is the Official Mail Preference Service for the
Catalog and Direct Marketing community supported by the United States Postal Services. To remove
your name from mailing lists, telemarketing or e-mail lists, etc., visit their website at www.dmachoice.org
or send a letter or post card to:

Mail Preference Service
Direct Marketing Association
Box 643
Carmel, NY 10512
Please Don’t Feed the Pigeons

You can help keep neighborhoods and businesses safe and clean and the pigeon population under
control by not feeding pigeons. Pigeons are not migratory birds. They live in urban areas and when
humans feed pigeons, their population explodes. Not only do nests become overcrowded and baby
pigeons become sick, a large feral pigeon population is a health hazard and creates many problems in the
city. Pigeon droppings dirty public spaces, do costly damage to buildings and can spread diseases. Their
nesting materials block drains, harbor parasites like bird mites, and pigeon food makes a mess and attracts
rats.

When you feed pigeons, you’re not doing them a favor. They lose their natural ability to scavenge and
survive on their own. Over population leads to overcrowded, unsanitary conditions, and produces sick and
injured birds. A smaller flock is healthier and does less damage. Keep pigeons healthy, and streets,
parking lots and businesses free from pigeons and pigeon droppings. Let pigeons find their own food —
they know how!
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