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Let’s Plant
More Trees!
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Community Engagement Bureau
provides a new way of policing
Park, Alhambra and Arcadia. “Now,
if we have a safety issue that
concerns several campuses, we
communicate the information to
administrators in other cities.”
While
SCET
has
been
instrumental in jumpstarting the
department’s link with schools and
the community, the Community
Engagement Bureau also houses
the Mental Evaluation Team that
includes a full-time officer and a
part-time clinician.
“MET is a collaboration between
Members of the School and Community Engagement team visit the San Gabriel Police Department
San Gabriel school children.
and the Department of Mental
hile many associate policing with combating
Health,” said Officer Gilbert Magaña. “My partner
crime, there’s another element that’s just as
and I respond to mental health related calls to
instrumental: community engagement. “There are
help people who are suffering from psychiatric
three ways we address problems,” said SCET Officer
emergencies.”
Martin Garcia. “Every time we look at a problem, it falls
Like SCET, MET aims to supplement traditional
under three categories: education, engineering and
policing with critical resources designed to address
enforcement.” While education and enforcement are
mental health. “Mental health is becoming more
self explanatory, engineering deals with items such
of an issue in police work,” Magana said. “In many
as road signs, traffic signals and other preventative
instances we’re the first line of defense.”
measures. To tackle engineering and enforcement,
Psychiatric social worker Marcela Ayala, from the
the San Gabriel Police Department recently created
Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health,
a Community Engagement Bureau designed to
works with the MET division two days a week. “I
address and prevent crime in the community.
accompany Officer Magaña on mental health calls,”
The Community Engagement Bureau houses two
said Marcela Ayala. “For example, I’m called in
divisions: the Mental Evaluation Team (MET) and
when there appears to be a mental health crisis to
the School Community Engagement Team (SCET).
determine if the individual needs further assistance.”
Both were created to strengthen bonds between
If the individual does not require hospitalization,
the community and the police
the MET Team will link
department.
the individual to resources
“Our goal is to partner with the
in the community. “We
community and schools to solve
want individuals who are
problems,” said Stacy Gutierrez, Crime
mentally ill to feel safe
Prevention Officer for SCET. “Being at
knowing that they have
schools helps kids recognize who we
someone they can go to,”
are and what we do. It’s important
Magaña said.
to develop these relationships early
“Having
MET
on
on.” With a full time officer, a Crime
board
has
opened
Prevention Officer, and a police
up
a
tremendous
assistant, SCET partners with the San
amount of resources.
Gabriel Unified School District and
We are now able to
the Garvey School District to provide support to San
access programs we had no prior knowledge of,”
Gabriel students.
said Garcia.
“The schools have two objectives: to educate
Together, both the SCET and MET teams work
its students and to do so in a safe environment,”
together to take a proactive and preventative
said Garcia. “Having a presence allows us to assist
approach towards policing. You can learn more
with that goal.” Garcia also notes that SCET regularly
about the Community Engagement Bureau by
communicates with its counterparts in Monterey
visiting SanGabrielCity.com.

W
Playhouse
Renovations

Kids’ Day &
4th of July Fun!
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Bring the family out for a relaxing evening
under the stars. Enjoy concerts and movies
presented by Community Services, the Mission
Playhouse and Community Development.
June 14
6:00 p.m.
June 21
6:30 p.m.
June 22
6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
June 28
6:30 p.m.
July 5
6:30 p.m.
July 12
6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
July 19
6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
July 26
6:30 p.m.
August 2
6:00 p.m.
August 9
6:30 p.m.

Surf’s Up San Gabriel
Mission District
Special Friday program
Concert- Jazz in the Plaza
Mission Playhouse
Concert - Pop/ Rock
Movie - Despicable Me 3
Marshall Park
Concert - Top 40
Vincent Lugo Park
Concert - Jazz in the Plaza
Mission Playhouse
Concert - Country
Movie- The Lego Ninjago Movie
Vincent Lugo Park
Kids Concert
Movie - Emoji Movie
Concert - Jazz in the Plaza
Mission Playhouse
Special Event - Fairview Block Party
San Gabriel Village
Concert - 50s and 60s
Vincent Lugo Park

August 16
6:30 p.m. Concert - Mariachi
8:00 p.m. Movie – “Coco”
Vincent Lugo Park
August 23
6:30 p.m. Concert - Jazz
Mission Playhouse Plaza
For more information, please contact Community
Services at 626.308.2875 or visit us online at
SanGabrielCity.com.

ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN FESTIVAL
MAY 7726
A month long celebration of
Asian Pacific American culture!
Workshops Film Screenings
Seminars Concert
Performances

320 S. MISSION DRIVE SAN GABRIEL CA 91776 (626) 30882868 APAFEST.ORG

Celebrating Trees
Arbor Day is April 27th

The first American Arbor Day originated in 1872
where an estimated one million trees were
planted in Nebraska. To celebrate Arbor Day,
the City of San Gabriel encourages you to learn
and embrace the many benefits trees provide in
beautifying our community.

D

id you know trees play an important role in the
community, both from an environmental and historic
perspective? .
“You have to consider the value of trees,” states John
Gonzalez, Parks and Facility Manager. “Trees are important
towards improving the aesthetics of the City, and from
an environmental standpoint they help clean the air by
reducing carbon dioxide.” As a trained arborist, Gonzalez
is San Gabriel’s foremost tree expert, responsible for
overseeing the City’s parkway trees. “Our goal, back in
2004, was to have 10,000 trees in the City, and we’re still
quite a ways from that point, but it’s still our goal,” Gonzalez
said. “Ideally, we’d like to have a parkway tree in front of
every resident. Trees increase the value of neighborhoods
and provide environmental benefits.”

The 10,000 tree goal
came to be when the
City introduced its street
tree master plan in 2004.
Adopted as a resolution, the
plan calls for the preservation
and development of trees
and recognizes San Gabriel’s
distinct neighborhoods and
commercial corridors with sets
of recommended tree species.
Since then, the City has
aggressively replenished San
Gabriel’s urban forest by
planting trees in residential
and commercial parkways.
Although Gonzalez and his
team attempt to adhere to
the master plan, tree selection
depends upon the location.
“We try to be flexible. Sometimes, we won’t use a certain
tree because of its impact to the sidewalk through excessive
root growth.”
For parkways located in residential areas, residents may
request to have a free tree planted in front of their home
by calling Public Works. However, there is one caveat – the
resident becomes responsible for watering the new tree.
“While we water trees in the business areas, we rely on
residents to water the trees in residential neighborhoods,”
Gonzales said. “We’ve had projects where a hundred trees
were planted. Unfortunately, we‘ve had 40% die off due
to lack of water.” Residents are encouraged to water City
trees, but they are not permitted to trim or modify them
and may request City tree trimming services by contacting
Public Works.
Trees on private property
There are no major restrictions for what you are permitted
to plant on your property, however residents should be
mindful of selecting an appropriate species. Homeowners
also have the right to remove trees that pose a health or
safety risk, but they must petition the City before removing
the tree if it is a protected species such as the California

Live Oak. Whichever species you decide to choose,
Gonzales recommends contacting your local nursery or
arborist for tips and advice on tree maintenance. “A tree
that’s maintained properly will only need to be trimmed
every two-to-three years,” Gonzales said. “People think
they can save money by topping their trees, but it actually
causes the tree to produce more growth,” Gonzales said.
“When you top a tree, the tree’s roots develop more quickly
to resprout the tree. This causes more root issues, more
surface street issues, and weaker growth that requires even
more pruning on a weekly basis.”
Residents who are looking to prune their trees are
encouraged to call an International Society of Arboriculturecertified arborist. “Try to work with a company that has
an ISA-certified arborist or an ISA-certified tree climber,”
Gonzales notes. “Many tree service companies have
practical experience, but having practical experience and
the education is more valuable.”
By keeping these tips in mind, we can bolster San
Gabriel’s urban forest, clean our air, increase property
values, and help the City reach its goal of 10,000 trees.

Public Works hard at work planting trees along
Mission Road.

For more information on the City’s street tree master
plan, or if you’d like to request a City tree, please call Public
Works at 626.308.2825. Information on protected tree
species may be found on SanGabrielCity.com.

“The Power of Public Works”

National Public Works Week is May 20-26
Since 1960, the American Public Works Association (APWA) has sponsored National Public Works Week
to recognize the dedicated individuals who build and maintain our nation’s infrastructure. San Gabriel’s
public works needs are served by the City’s own Public Works department as well as several other agencies,
including the San Gabriel County Water District, Athens Services, Southern California Edison, SoCalGas, AT&T
and others.
The 2018 National Public Works Week theme “The Power of Public Works” describes the impact that
public works has on modern civilization. From providing clean water to disposing of solid waste, to building
roads and bridges or planning for and implementing transportation systems, to building and maintaining
parks and playgrounds or responding to emergencies, public works services play a powerful role in a
society’s quality of life.
To celebrate Public Works Week, Public Works will be taking equipment and displays to Dewey Elementary
and Washington Elementary schools. Our staff will demonstrate the equipment and techniques they use
to take care of our parks, streets, sidewalks, trees, signals, sewers and storm drains.
For more information, please contact Capucine Hernandez at 626.308.2825 or via email at
chernandez@sgch.org.
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2018 Course Catalogs

Available Now!

A Tuition-Based Program

Grades1–5: McKinley Elementary
8:00am–12:15pm
Grades 6–8: Jefferson Middle School
8:15am–12:30pm
1st–8th Live Registration:
Friday, April 20th 4:00–7:00pm at the District Office

Grades 9–12: Gabrielino High School
8:00am–1:30pm * No school Independance Day.

5 and10 Credit & Enrichment Courses Available!
Online ONLY! Beginning Saturday, April 21st @ 9:00am

Online and via school sites

Starting

June11th
Monday–Friday

SEFfor8schools.org

Please contact SEF Summer Academy with any questions at

626.451.5465

summer.academy@sef4schools.org

The San Gabriel Educational Foundation is a 501(C)(3) non-profit
organization and the primary fundraising partner of the San
Gabriel Unified School District. Tax ID# 95-4023144.

Celebrate
the Past,

Live

the Present, and

Embrace
the Future

SATURDAY,

MAY 19, 2018 6PM

THE LOS ANGELES/
SAN GABRIEL HILTON
$125/pp.

Contact the SEF office for tickets

626.451.5465

Upgrades make
Playhouse spaces
new again

Brief
Translations

Articles in this issue that are
of significant importance or
newsworthy are provided in brief translations to
enhance readership among our diverse community.

A

s one of the oldest performing arts theaters in the region,
the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse requires constant
care and upkeep in order to serve audiences and clients on
a year-round basis. To keep everything in tip top shape, the
Playhouse performs maintenance and upgrades every year,
both to enhance what audiences can see and to improve
what occurs behind-the-scenes.
“Maintenance is an incredibly important aspect of the
Playhouse,” said Elias Bourjeili, Production Supervisor at the
Playhouse. “From time to time, we try to perform upgrades
in the theater so that audiences, artists, and producers have
a world-class experience.” This work can range from a fresh
coat of paint to new lighting infrastructure inside the theater.
Exterior upgrades
After decades of constant use, the Playhouse exterior
required some significant work. Little had been done to
beautify the exterior since its last restoration in 1995 after the
Northridge earthquake.
“With the wonderful support of local businesses, individual
donors, foundation grants, and City funds, we are excited to
have raised the funds necessary for the exterior’s restoration”
said Kelly Salloum, the Development Manager for the
Playhouse. “This work will focus on repairing and repainting
the ‘mission’ white portions of the Playhouse exterior.”
Playhouse staff is enthusiastically raising the money
needed to address the painted decorative motifs and trims of
the Playhouse façade (Phase II and III). Salloum added, “We
welcome all donations for the final phases of this project!”
Inside the theater
Moving inside the theater, the Playhouse staff also worked
on restoring the theater’s orchestra pit, which houses
equipment between the audience and the stage. On either
side of the theater, the Playhouse crew also installed new
trussing, replacing the old piping that were used to hold
lights. This new arrangement allows theater crews to adjust
their lighting positions with greater ease and more flexibility.

En Breve...

New trussing gives Playhouse technicians more
flexibility when it comes to illuminating the stage.

Away from the stage, the Playhouse technicians spent
considerable time improving and refurnishing the theater’s
dressing rooms. “Given the age of the theater, several
walls and ceilings had become damaged,” said Bourjeili.
To improve accessibility and safety as well as the theater’s
aesthetics, technicians completely repainted several dressing
rooms, adding new countertops and clothes racks that
replaced temporary desks and rolling costume racks that
used to occupy the space. “We also added ADA lockable
door handles to improve accessibility and safety within the
building,” Bourjeili said.
Of course, keeping the Playhouse in tip-top shape also
means performing preventative maintenance once per year.
This annual maintenance allows the Playhouse to extend the
useful life of its equipment as well as maintain the safety
of the theater. Every aspect of the theater – from rigging to
sound – is cleaned and inspected to ensure safety. “Every
year, we take time to inspect the Playhouse to make sure
everything is working as it should,” Bourjeili noted.
This year, the Playhouse technicians cleaned and painted
the stage stair units that lead from the basement of the stage
to the second floor of the dressing rooms. A full evaluation of
the theater’s rigging was also performed, and crews worked
to refine and clean some of the infrastructure related to
audio and lighting.
These changes and more will allow the Playhouse to
delight audiences for decades to come. For more information
about the Playhouse, visit MissionPlayhouse.org.

La Oficina de Participación Comunitaria dispone
una nueva forma de vigilancia
Le da gusto al Departamento de Policía de San Gabriel a
proveer una nueva Oficina de Participación Comunitaria.
Compuesto por el Equipo de Evaluación Mental (MET)
y el Equipo de Participación Comunitaria Escolar (SCET),
la Oficina de Participación Comunitaria es su recurso
para problemas relacionados con la salud mental y la
escuela. El SCET se compone de un oficial de tiempo
completo, un oficial de prevención del crimen y un
asistente de policía, mientras el MET se compone de
un oficial de tiempo completo y un clínico de medio
tiempo. Descubre más en SanGabrielCity.com.
Dia de los Niños y el desfile de 4 de julio
Pase el Día de Independencia en el día de los niños y
el desfile de 4 en julio de San Gabriel! Las festividades
se llevaran a cabo el miércoles 4 de julio de 9 a.m a
1 p.m en Plaza Park, 428 South Mission Drive. El desfile
se dirigirá al norte en Mission Drive y luego al oeste
en Broadway. Después, júntese con nosotros para un
Día de Los Niños día de campo gratuito en Smith Park,
completo con hot dogs, juegos, puestos comunitarios
y mas! Por favor visite SanGabrielCity.com o llame a
Servicios Comunitarios a 626.308.2875 para mas
información.
Celebra el Cinco de Mayo
Venga al Distrito de la Misión el 3 de mayo de las
6 a 9 p.m. para celebrar el Cinco de Mayo! Tendremos
entretenimiento en vivo, un mercado con artesanos,
actividades para los niños, camiones de comida, un jardín
de cerveza y vino y mas! Por favor visite SanGabrielCity.
com o llame a Servicios Comunitarios a 626.308.2875
para mas información.

公共建設日
社区沟通部提供了了新的警务方式
圣盖博警察局很高兴的为社区联络组建了了一
个新的部门。由精神评估小组（MET）和学校社
区参与小组（SCET）组成，社区沟通部是综合
精神健康和学校相关问题的资源。SCET由全职工
作人员，预防犯罪官
员和警察助理组成，MET
由全职工作人员和兼职临床医师组成。你可在
SanGabrielCity.com 上了了解更相 关信息。

SG Fire Department
welcomes new
firefighters, paramedics
The San Gabriel Fire Department invites you to help
welcome four new members to the fire family! New to the
Fire Department team are:
Jacob Gustafson - Jacob comes to us from Cal Fire and
previously served the City of Yucaipa. Originally from Twain
Harte, he first began his firefighting career ten years ago Pictured from left to right – Jacob Gustafson,
with the U.S. Forest Service. He then transferred to Cal Fire Michael Rebolledo, Greg Kernodle and Shane Salazar.
and has been a paramedic for five years before joining the SGFD team.
Michael Rebolledo - Michael is originally from San Jose, California, and began his fire career with Cal Fire in Palm
Desert, eventually becoming a paramedic before transferring to San Gabriel.
Greg Kernodle - Originally from Malibu, California, Greg previously worked for the Long Beach Fire Department.
He was a former Auxiliary Firefighter for the SGFD before coming to the City full time. Greg has been a licensed
paramedic in Los Angeles County for two years.
Shane Salazar - Also coming to us from Cal Fire, Shane previously served the City of Desert Hot Springs. He has
been a paramedic for just over a year.
Keep up-to-date with the San Gabriel Fire Department on Facebook! Simply search for the City of San Gabriel
Fire Department.

儿童节和7月4日巡游
在圣盖博度过儿童节和7月4日独立日巡游吧！
庆祝活动将于7月4日（星期三）上午9点至下午
1点举行行。地 点在428 South Mission Drive
- Plaza公园。巡游队伍将前往Mission Drive北
北向，然后向Broadway东行行。结束
之后，请
与我们一起在Smith公园参与免费儿童节野餐活
动，包括热狗，野餐，各类社区摊位等！请访问
SanGabrielCity.com 或拨打626.308.2875 社区
服务部门获取更多信息。
庆祝Cinco de Mayo
5月3日下午6点到晚上9点在Mission区庆祝Cinco
de
Mayo！我们将有现场音乐表演，与工匠和手
工艺人一起
做手工，还有儿童活动，食品餐
车，啤酒和葡萄酒饮酒区（收费）等等！请访问
SanGabrielCity.com 或拨 打626.308.2875 社区
服务部门获取更更多信息。
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Camelia Vera • 626-484-4500

Earning your trust through excellent
service and outstanding results.

CALL TODAY!
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Have some Summer Fun! in San Gabriel
STAY CONNECTED:

City Council
John R. Harrington, Mayor
Jason Pu, Vice Mayor
Juli Costanzo, Councilmember
Chin Ho Liao, Councilmember
Denise Menchaca, Councilmember
Elected Officials
Julie Nguyen, City Clerk
Kevin B. Sawkins, City Treasurer
City Officials
Mark Lazzaretto, City Manager
Keith Lemieux, City Attorney
Rayna Ospina, Human Resources Director
Thomas Marston, Finance Director
Gene Harris, Police Chief
Derrick Doehler, Fire Chief
Daren Grilley, Public Works Director
Arminé Chaparyan, Community Development Director
Rebecca Perez, Community Services Director
Anna Cross, Mission Playhouse Director

Persons with Disabilities

Any person with a disability, who requires a modification
or accommodation in order to participate in the city events,
programs or activities in this publication, should direct
such request to the Community Services department at
626.308.2875 at least 48 hours before the event, if possible.
For more information, visit our website
at SanGabrielCity.com.
The San Gabriel Grapevine is published quarterly by the City of
San Gabriel. For more information, call the
City Manager’s Office at 308.2805.
El San Gabriel está publicado trimestral por la Ciudad de San
Gabriel. Para mas información, llame a la Oficina del Administrador de la Ciudad a 308.2805.

Summer is right around the corner, and the City of San
Gabriel invites you to participate in many of the programs
offered by Community Services from June through August.
Your child will enjoy the free recreation programs at
Roosevelt Elementary, McKinley Elementary, Smith Park and
Marshall Park featuring arts, crafts, games and fun activities.
Venture out with the Kids’ Travel Club to enjoy a variety of fun
excursions. Participants are supervised by our experienced
recreation leaders and trips include a free lunch program at all
sites except for Washington Elementary, courtesy of the San
Gabriel Unified School District. Programs will begin June 11
and times for each program vary.
Send your children to Summer Day Camp at Coolidge
Elementary School that will run from June 11 through
August 17 for first graders through eighth graders.
There will be a variety of fun activities offered and
extended care is available. Registration begins
May 7. This is a fee-based program and spots
fill up quickly, so be sure to register early.
We’re also offering a Bulldog Sports Camp
geared for middle school aged youth. It kicks
off on June 11 at Jefferson Middle School and
teaches the basic fundamentals of basketball
and volleyball and focuses on teamwork and
sportsmanship. The camp is free and runs Monday
to Friday, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.

News
Briefs

Celebrate!
Cinco de Mayo

Come out for the Cinco de Mayo Mercado on
Thursday, May 3 from 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in
the Mission District featuring live entertainment
on the outdoor stage, a Mercado with artisans
and crafters, kids’ activities, food trucks, and a
beer and wine garden along with artists such as
Lalo Alcaraz, who served as a cultural consultant
for the animated film “Coco.” Bring the family to
enjoy this fun free community event!
For more information about the Cinco de
Mayo Mercado, please visit SanGabrielCity.com
or contact Community Services at 626.308.2875.
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There is plenty for you and your family to do at Smith Park
Pool this summer. Take swim lessons taught by American
Red Cross Certified Lifeguards where all ages and abilities
are welcome. Cool off during recreational swim and stay in
shape with our lap swimming and water aerobics classes. The
pool opens for recreational swim and lessons on June 11 and
registration begins May 21. New this summer: Jr Lifeguard
class, Boga, and Mermaid/Merman aquatic classes. Come join
the fun this summer!
For more information visit SanGabrielCity.com or contact
Community Services at 626.308.2875.

Kids’ Day & 4th of July Parade
Spend
Independence
Day at San Gabriel’s Kids’
Day & 4th of July Parade!
The festivities will be held
Wednesday, July 4 from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
The parade begins at 9
a.m. at Plaza Park, 428 South
Mission Drive and will travel
north on Mission Drive and
then east on Broadway.
Parade entries will be accepted at the Community Services office before
the event and on the day of the parade. Come out and join us for this
fun celebration!
After the parade, attend the free Kids’ Day picnic at Smith Park, complete
with a delicious hot dog lunch, picnic games, community booths,
watermelon eating contest, free swimming and plenty of entertainment!
For more information, contact Community Services at 626.308.2875 or
visit SanGabrielCity.com.

